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Overview 

Scouts Hereford & Worcester are organising to hold an international camp in July 
2024 for Scouts and Explorer Scouts to the Kandersteg International Scout Centre 
(KISC) in the beautiful Swiss Alps. KISC is Chief Scout Robert Baden Powell’s dream 
for a permanent jamboree location and has been visited by Scouts from across the 
world since 1923. This trip will be an unforgettable cultural experience as well as 
offering six full days of mountain based adventurous activities. To see how magical 
this place is, take a look at the following video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XTX5AqXYpk  
 

When is the camp taking place? 

Evening of 19th to 28th July 2024 

We are planning to travel to Switzerland by coach leaving the evening of Friday 19th 
July 2024 and arriving at KISC by early afternoon the next day. Departure will be on 
the following Saturday, returning home for Sunday 28th July 2024. All coaches will 
have toilet facilities on board and regular stops will be planned during the journey. 
 

Who is the trip open to? 

 
  

It is open to Scouts, Explorers and all Adult Volunteers. The minimum age will be 10 
½ years old at 20th July 2024.  

Anyone aged 18 by this date should apply as an Adult Volunteer and be part of the 
Leadership team.  Leaders will be expected to play a full role in helping to run a sub 
camp including attending all pre-camps. Additional roles will be required to help 
oversee catering and activities when in KISC. Ratio of Leaders to young people will 
be about 1:5. 

At present numbers will be limited to 200 and so to be fair to everyone, both Leaders 
and young people, places will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. After 
that, names will be held on a reserve list. If the uptake is high the Contingent 
Management Team (CMT) will try and secure a larger number of places at KISC but 
this cannot be guaranteed.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XTX5AqXYpk
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To secure a place, there will be an online application form to complete and a non-
refundable deposit of £50 to be paid. This will be available from 1st April 2022 on 
the County website - https://www.scoutshw.org.uk/kandersteg-2024 

Emails with a reminder and link will be sent to all Leaders and parents who registered 
their attendance at the District roadshows.  Additionally, reminders will be made on 
social media.  

Interest in this international experience has been high and so if you wish to join in the 
fun, we strongly recommend that you get your application in promptly. The initial 
closing date for applications will be 30th June 2022.  

We will acknowledge all applications but places will only be confirmed once the 
closing date has been passed. 
 

The Contingent Management Team: 

Contingent leader Tom Palmer (County) 
  
Assistant Contingent Leader Mark Graham (Scouts, Bromsgrove) 
  
Sub Camp Leaders: Sallie-Ann Eaton (Scouts, Redditch) 
 Ros Hatherill (Explorers, Ross) 
 Lauren Wheeldon (Cubs, Wyre Forest) 
 Daisy Sands (Cubs, Wyre Forest) 
  
Youth Engagement leaders: Rebecca Palmer (Cubs, The Malverns) 
 Charles Schofield (Worcester) 
  
Finance Keith Mence (Explorers, Worcester) 
  
People Clare Angel (Cubs, Worcester) 
  
Communications Peter Dodman (County) 
  
Operations  Lynn Lee (County) 

 

 

 

 

https://www.scoutshw.org.uk/kandersteg-2024
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What is KISC? 

Robert Baden Powell had a dream at the first World Scout Jamboree of creating a 
permanent one. After an extensive search he found a suitable property in Kandersteg 
to enable his dream to come true. The Centre opened in 1923 and has been 
welcoming up to 10,000 Scouts a year from around the world ever since.  

KISC sits at 1200M above sea level, next to the River Kander and close to the 
entrance to the Lotschburg tunnel. The Kander valley is stunning and steep sided 
with the surrounding mountains topping out close to 3000M. 

The Scout Centre is run by several permanent staff and a large team of short-term 
volunteers. All are connected to Scouting or Guiding and are known as Pinkies. We 
can expect to have around 70 staff from around the world, helping make our stay at 
KISC memorable.  

 

What do we do before the main camp? 
• Once numbers are known, all applicants will be placed into a sub camp 

• Before the end of 2022, all Sub Camp Leaders will be arranging a get together 
which will offer the opportunity to meet all the other participants and leaders 

• There will be several get togethers ahead of the trip. Our expectation is all 
participants are fully involved in these 

• We are considering holding one final get together which will be for everyone 

• All dates will be confirmed in due course 
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Staying at KISC: 

• We will be camping in sub camps of either Scouts or Explorers  

• Each camp will number around 50, including Leaders 

• Most of the equipment will be transported from the UK 

 

What will we be doing at KISC? 

• Having fun! 

• Meeting Scouts from around the world 

• Undertaking many activities and games alongside other Scouts. On previous 
trips, activities have included hiking, white water rafting, swimming, trotti 
biking, rodelbahn, trip to the Jungfrahoch, tubing, glacier walking, camp fires 
and many others. 

• The actual programme will be decided and planned by the young people 
within a budget and then shaped by the staff at KISC. Please note that many 
activities have age restrictions applied, especially the more adventurous ones. 
In view of this the Scouts and Explorers will have separate activity programme 
options.  

• Activities are for both Young People and Leaders 

 

Costs 

How much will it cost? 

• The cost of the camp will be £1295 

• A non-refundable deposit must be paid to secure a place (See below for the 
exception). This is sufficient to ensure that the deposit we have to pay to KISC 
in July 22 can be paid.  

• The online application form will be made available on 1st April 2022. After 
submission of this, you will receive an acknowledgment, but your place will 
only be confirmed after the application closing date which is 30th June 2022.   

• Please note that if the trip is oversubscribed and you are not offered a place, a 
full refund of your deposit monies will be given. 
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• The remaining balance can be paid in two ways: 

1. A lump sum of £1245 in February 2023 or  

2. 14 Monthly instalments starting in February 2023 and running through 
to March 2024 

• We encourage for every young person to try and fundraise part or all the cost 
of the camp. This can be done individually or with other members from your 
group, district, or sub camp. 

• If anyone needs assistance to fund this trip, please be aware that there are 
grants available from the County – https://www.scoutshw.org.uk/grants 

o All grant applications have to be made together through your sub camp 
leader 

• Insurance – see next section for details 

• If any monies remain at the end of the trip these will be divided up and 
returned to each participant 

What is covered by the cost? 

All travel, food, camp fees and local taxes, full programme of activities, trip hoodie 
and Necker, special activity badges and all pre camps 

Additional cost considerations; 

Passport, suitable bag to carry all kit (this includes sleeping bag & mat), day bag and 
a good pair of hiking boots 

 

Insurance 

Insurance is included in the cost of the trip and this covers all standard risks.  

What are we insured for? 

o Our insurance brokers are currently able to source an insurer to 
provide travel insurance. This will include cancellation cover for 
individuals who are unable to travel due to virus related issues, covering 
coaches and accommodation. 

o Event cancellation insurance cover (this relates mainly to the participant 
fee that is paid to Kandersteg plus other costs required to deliver a great 
Scouting experience) can be sourced for all the normal risks with the 

https://www.scoutshw.org.uk/grants
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exception of the event being cancelled due to Swiss Government 
restrictions prohibiting travel due to COVID-19. 
 

• What does this mean for us? 
o The insurance that can be secured means that participants will be 

covered for all ‘normal’ travel related risks, but there currently remains 
some exposure if the event is cancelled due to pandemic incidents. If 
the event is cancelled due to COVID-19 or pandemic, there will be an 
individual liability for part of the trip costs. Of course, this may change 
as we approach 2024. At present, we are unable to confirm this until 
we have numbers. We will be providing more details after the closing 
date. 

 
Refund and cancellation policy 

For further information, please refer to the County refund policy here; 
https://www.scoutshw.org.uk/refunds-and-cancellation-policy 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

We hope that we have provided enough detail here to answer any questions that you 
may have? If not, please do email the Contingent Leader – 
tom.palmer@scoutshw.org.uk 

 

 

 

https://www.scoutshw.org.uk/refunds-and-cancellation-policy
mailto:tom.palmer@scoutshw.org.uk

